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rant mountain wilderness around the head of Spring Creek

& L ’

vut for one more tragedy she rounded out & peaceful and

ntented 1ife in her mountain home.

In 1880 the country rang vwith the news of the killin
»¥ Thomas Reed by Kenos Douglas. Douglas lay in a lsurel patch
for five weeks 1n the dead of winter, but was captured andg 21

1ife centence. kLenos was a son of Joshua sng Nancy Hart

es. 1his 18 the story of a heroine of the Civil War
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made considersble ingihiry about this woman
204 a8 near egs 1 can find out she 1lived Pocehontas

1A the needs lived in Greenbrier, and for that

reason the trisl was helgd st Lewisburg, )

“ulday in larlinton. Held femilv
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Juanita d.Dilley
Clover Lick, W.Va,
POCAHONTAS COUNTY
June 26, 1940

vhapter 4 section 5

ibout the year 1894, the Prices one day received & letter from

ilson in England saying he was just out of codikege, OfF
thletic turn, with & thousend pounds capitel, and would like

to obtelin footing in the united States. They wrote him to
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€ alrlived, & kEind of en ocutlew rras -
- <4 VULLIEW grioug horses,
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» hlia fap Bals :
ouvy on his feetl end with a8 mean disposition. Wilson changed
: - 4 c.' .

o his neme to oSatan. Afterwerds when he heg become &n expert vi
il el o : \ .

-i-‘_-n -1"; L . . ,ﬂ,‘_: €3 +":H1r3":1 m \ 7 +1’ 194 5 O ) - 1
Lh horses he acquired Toby the heautitul ~orrel, esnd the dog

Uejors lhe trio were known and welcome far ang vide
s & Al
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FRFUL SC Ll‘lu VIEWS AND FLABHES

I ATERTOAN KISTORY
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s you go bowling along over the Seneca Trail

+e 216) enjoying the scenic beauties of VWest Virginia you | /|

roadside marker, about thirty miles north oi

.1-., = !
L ov+ehure, which informs you that you are negring "Droop Moun-

'n Bottlefield. " A little further on yom will See thg_maﬁéiﬁﬁﬁw- /

State Conservation Commlsslon /
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-1 ane vihere brothers crossed swords 1n mlghty conillCT 10X
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if you read .on, it.looks like you are in IO

ssson--a thing which you dread, but which will stand you
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~d when vou visit this hallowed ground, direct your mind
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-+t of outpost designed TO protect Virginia ITrom

-

+ at+tack from the west. They lived 6n the country and

s Tor man and beast from the rich bluegrass

» emall Federal Iorces under command of General William W, %
11 and based on Elkins opposed the Confederates. Thelr mis- | |
- was to protect the Baltimore and Ohio railrocad, tThe main /
- ~ : -t
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.yal line of rail communica Fhey wexre

+ of sufficient strength to underteke offensive operations agalinsg

nfederates and had to content themselves to pay the role of
ybservation foxrce,

'n the Kanawha River at the mouth of Gauley there was an-

21l force of Federals under the command of General A, N

e mission of preventing a Confederate movemenwy
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:ed the northern reaches of the valley. When he learned +%F
that AveTeL was marching dovn the valley, General Echols pro- %
~eceded TO Droop lMountain with his main body, while he took up a i

. ¢
jefensive position with the ldea of providing @ rallying point for n
nis advARSER LS wnich were being driven back by the Federals,
+shere to make a stand and stop the further advance of Averell. A :

1ine of breastworks and gun positions was constructed across the
main road, which we now know as the "Seneca Trail" (Route 219)
where it crosses tThe mountalin.

tpparently General Echols had learned of the approach of

Ceneral Duffie's force coming east from Gauley Bridge but lelt no

:mﬁidérable force at Lewisburg to oppose him. Averell's main body
srrived in the vicinity of Hillsboro on the evening of November 4th.
They established their outposts close to the foot of Droop lMountain
and started immediately with tThe réconnaissance of the Confederate
position., The entire day of November 5 was consumed 1n this recon-
nazissance, which developed the fact that the position was Too

il =

strong to be taken to direct assault. There was a lot of skir-

- i _'.' ; 5P / .,-* ;
mishing during the day and that evening General ¢’ {14/ decided

upen his vlan of battle. In the meantime General Duffie was

.-.-.r--.,.-lJ

i

approaching Lewisburg from the west.
The Battle

Early on the morning of November 6, 1865, General Averell

dispatched a force of about 1100 men composed of the 18th Chio

&

rfantry and the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry to march west and south

.

‘N the Lobelim road, & detour of six miles, to attack the lelt

"lank and rear of the Confederate position on Droop Nountain. He;___
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of his reserves

I.J.

d withdraw from the main positlion O counter
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. . succeeded in doing so and managed to withdraw his

e ; on the road to Lewisburg. By four oYcloek
o0OpS were on The road in more or less orderly
en organized rear guard which covered the
(S S ohal n Lewisburg at about ten
iovember (, Just as Duffie's advance
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Decisive Batﬁle

nat+t+le of Droop Mountain was a decisive battle 1n
. £ W
.11ed the Confederates from that section of West

L o
CAME

remy o~ e ahh - i
nd from then on to the end of the war between the

west Virginia was Federal territory.

., LI}T

-~ nis report of the battle, General Echols states:

. i =
s were brought safely through with the eXCeEp

1leyy and train
: | o o
+ ome brass howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery which

' - - . = L +1 7/
ovm completely during the retreat and had To be left, This

i1 i
i g hev boast.
enemy the only trophy of which They can

A e supnposed to hawe been buried in the swamp OI Droop
~ a _ e = - .
--in. and although diligent search has been made 1t has nov
-v....J . o Nl e & &b |
sn Tound It is hoped that 17T will be located in due Time.

s +he conflict, Colonel James Cochran, cCOn-

course O.4

- i

14+h Virginia cavalry, Was surrounded by a sguad

"r'r"";; A

i Vil

iiers and apparently doomed TO capture., By some means,
~naged to excape. Jlater 1n relating the SGory, e
~depthe circumstances, he did not surrender,

~an replied: "If they had said 'Colonel, surrenderx!
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Troops Engaged
+al side the organizations Were the 28th Chlo
A Moor; 10th West Virginia Infantry, Col. T. I
) )

West Virginia Infantry, Codl. F. W. Thompson; 8th

v 2nd | | : Sl

“ nfentry, Co. J. H. Oley; l4th remn ¥ave-Lis
* Schoonmaker; and Cibson's Battalion and BatteIriles B

» 1st VWest Virginia Lignt N tidlery.
e Confederate organizatlions encaged were the 22nd Infanvtry
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After The Civil War.

ﬂecauea of the division of sentiment Pocshontes County suffered far

/ ‘ | l:.; |
o than other counties ferther north or south. In many instences brother
more 1 | _ : | el
sht ageinst brother. After the wer was over, it was _a'subj'ect not telked

. . +

-

ahout beceause of the intense feeling that survived the war.

7+ used to meke the Confederates grit their teeth when they saw the Uniorn
wear their blue army overcoats. When the 'first,grand'jury met,

#+cr the wer, the blue overcoats predominated end the Cohfedera_tes? said it

(15y grandfather I. 'W. Poage would never wear blue nor allow any member
f his "‘“”113. te do SO. He .always se_ld "You look to mu¢h liike & ---- Yankie™. )

vhen the Tirst grend jury met was & sad day for the Confederates for

'IJ..- ' L b
L |

nost of the prominent Confederate werriors were indicted upon charges reanging

from murder down. But the resentmenﬁ occasioned by the wer beceme eomewhat

i e S LAL s i,

iy N e,

notiing more than heslthy rivalry, and they worked together very well.
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After the Civil War the Confederate soldiers were dem:-ived of the rights

\

citizenship.hy their inabibty to take the test eath. Before 8 men could :

“ie, hold office, practice law and so forth, he must sweser ithat he had-not

or sbetted the Confederacy. This did not please Captain D. A. Stofer
tsn ceplaln O1 the "Pocahontas Rescuers™ and of Co. 1, 25th Virginis
.

“#+ AL ihe Tirst opportunity he presented himself at the bar as a practicing

€& Lie GCBTh BLd Tapunmed ]113 l{l\';' W'ﬂl‘k' Whﬂrﬁ e l-&!f‘t 0% i g Mtﬁ!‘

JELTR O3 merviee in the srmy of the Confedereate States. The grand Jjury

PEE ORI IOF perlury end he appealed to the Supreme Court, where the




